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Course Design Guidelines -
Subject Rules
(1) La Trobe University is committed to promoting steady student progression, encouraging study across schools, and
facilitating movement between courses. Accordingly, the University discourages the imposition of subject rules
including: 

Pre-requisitesa.
Co-requisitesb.
Incompatible subjectsc.
Quotasd.

(2) Subject rules are set only where there is a compelling pedagogic reason or, in the case of quotas, logistic reasons.
Incompatible subjects, for example, are appropriate only where necessary to prevent students from repeating content
already passed; equivalent subjects are appropriate where a subject code is replaced by a new subject code.

(3) Prerequisites, co-requisites, incompatible subjects and quotas are published in the Course Handbook and relevant
subject-specific materials.

(4) Co and pre-requisite rules may take any of the following forms:

Requires coordinator’s approval;a.
Must have passed a subject;b.
Must have passed a specified number of credit points; orc.
Must be enrolled in a subject or course.d.

(5) Students may pre-enrol in subjects for a future teaching period before they start or complete the prerequisite
subjects in the current teaching period. However, they must be enrolled in the prerequisite subject.

(6) Students who fail a prerequisite for a subject in a subsequent teaching period will have their subsequent enrolment
in the subject withdrawn. They may select an alternative subject provided that it satisfies the course requirements for
the teaching period.

Conditions that Justify Quotas

(7) A quota may be placed on a subject only where the subject:

is taught by an intensive teaching method that necessarily limits the number of students who can bea.
accommodated;
is based on a clinical or practical placement; orb.
requires the use of specialist teaching space that can accommodate only a certain number of students.c.

Waiving of Subject Rules

(8) Credit awarded in recognition of study outside the University can satisfy a prerequisite. 
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(9) Subject rules may be waived only in exceptional circumstances, normally where it can be demonstrated that the
requirements and/or conditions reflected in the rules have been met.

(10) Subject rules may be waived by the Associate Dean, Learning & Teaching or their delegate. Details of the waiver,
including the reasons for it, must be documented and placed on the appropriate student file. Where rules are regularly
waived, these will be removed.

Definitions

Co-requisite: A condition that must be met in order for a student to enrol concurrently in a designateda.
subject. The condition may relate to enrolment in a course or in another subject.
Equivalent Subjects: The subjects that arise through the creation of a new subject code for an existing subject.b.
Under the Equivalent rule, students who completed a subject when it had the old code will be deemed to have
completed the subject with the new code. Equivalent Subjects are also Incompatible with each other.
Incompatible Subjects: Subjects that cover substantially the same content or that represent a single subject byc.
different names or codes.
Prerequisite: A condition that a student must meet before the student may enrol in a designated subject. Thed.
condition may relate to enrolment in a course or, more usually, in another subject.
Quota: A limit on the number of students who may enrol in a subject, often accompanied by conditionse.
(e.g.preference may go to students enrolled in a particular course).
Subject Rules: rules that govern admission to subjects, either by requiring enrolment or by prohibitingf.
enrolment.
Teaching Period: the time between the beginning of the first teaching session and the end of the last teachingg.
session in any given subject.
Withdrawn: removed from a student’s active enrolment.h.



This policy document may be varied, withdrawn or replaced at any time. Printed copies, or part thereof, are regarded as uncontrolled and should not be
relied upon as the current version. It is the responsibility of the individual reading this document to always refer to La Trobe's Policy Library for the latest
version.

Page 3 of 3

Status and Details

Status Current

Effective Date 8th October 2020

Review Date 8th October 2023

Approval Authority Academic Board

Approval Date 30th September 2020

Expiry Date Not Applicable

Responsible Policy Officer
Nicolette Lee
Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Education)
+61 3 9479 6480

Author David Morgan

Enquiries Contact Student Administration


